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CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY JANUARY--Expenditures for new construction declined 
seasonally January $3.0 billion, but exceeded percent the previous January 
record set Although total private outlays January 1957 (at $2.2 
were down percent from December, reflecting slightly more than seasonal de- 
cline both residential and nonresidential building, they equalled the previous January 
high attained 1956. New January records were set this year private spending 
for industrial plants, office buildings, churches, schools, and public utilities, and 
public expenditures for highways, schools, and sewer and water projects. Total public 
outlays ($861 million) showed less than seasonal decline January percent) and 
were percent higher than January 1956. 


HOUSING STARTS 1956--Nonfarm housing starts December declined about 
usual for the month, percent 64,000. The total 1,120,200 private and 
public units begun during 1956 was down percent from 1955 and percent from 
1954, but was about the same the annual totals the 1951-53 period. Almost all 
the 1955-56 decrease new housing occurred metropolitan areas and units 
started under FHA and programs. 


FHA-VA ACTIVITY 1956--The volume nonfarm housing begun under FHA and 
programs during 1956 was down percent from 1955, and accounted for only per- 
cent all private starts last year compared with percent 1955. starts and 
appraisal requests have been declining steadily since May 1956 and the totals for 
December and the year 1956 were the lowest since 1953. FHA activity and 
applications for insured loans) for December and the year 1956 was the lowest 
level 


NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS value nonfarm mortgage 
recordings declined percent from October $2.1 billion November, with de- 
creases shown all major types lenders. The November 1956 total was percent 


less than year earlier, and individual mortgagees comprised the only group showing 
greater activity than November 1955. Mortgages written during the first months 
1956 totaled $25.1 billion--4 percent less than the like 1955 period, but well 
above the totals for all previous years. Declines from the first 
months 1955 were shown for all groups lenders except individuals. 


BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY DECEMBER--Building permit valuations dropped 
percent $1,041 million December, when permit activity showed the usual winter 
slowdown for all major kinds building construction. Compared with year earlier, 
the December 1956 total was off percent. 1956 whole, permit valua- 
tions totaled $18.7 billion. This did not quite equal the record total 1955, solely 
because 12-percent decline the valuation for new dwelling units. All other 
major categories showed substantial gain over the year, except store building, which 
remained about the same. The sharpest increase (51 percent) was industrial 


PUBLIC CONTRACT AWARDS NOVEMBER--The value public construction 
tract awards declined percent November $766 million, but exceeded the 
ber 1955 figure percent. Although most major kinds public work shared 
the November decline, which usual for the time year, Federal airfield 
tion and State and local school building showed significant increases. For the first 
months, the 1956 total for State and locally owned projects ($7.7 billion) was 
percent from 1955, reflecting chiefly gains highways (other than toll roads), schools, 
and sewer facilities. The only declines State and local awards were for toll roads 
and utilities. The Federal total for January-November ($1.8 billion) was percent 
greater 1956 than year earlier, mostly because increased awards for 
vation and development and electric power projects. 


CONTRACT AWARDS EASTERN STATES DECEMBER--The value 
tion contracts the States east the Rocky Mountains declined for the seventh 
consecutive month December, $1,576 million. The decrease from 
November resulted from 28-percent drop the value awards for residential build 
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ings and 15-percent decline for nonresidential building awards. Gains awards for 
ublic works and utilities pushed the engineering total percent over the month. 
Total awards 1956 ($24.4 billion) were percent above the 1955 figure. Decreases 
over the year awards for residential building and utilities were more than offset 
increases the value awards for nonresidential building and public works. 


CONSTRUCTION COSTS DECEMBER--For the fourth consecutive month, the Com- 
merce Department's Composite Cost Index remained virtually unchanged December. 
Although the rise the index during the second half 1956 was only half great 
during the first half, construction costs the end the year were percent 
above the previous December and one-third higher than the 1947-49 average. 


BUILDING MATERIALS PRICES DECEMBER--The wholesale price index for build- 
ing materials declined fractionally December 130.5, owing mainly price de- 
for some varieties lumber and for copper cable used building--which more 
than offset the slight advances reported for paint and some heating equipment items. 
Prices lumber important homebuilding exerted the dominant influence 
movements the price index for all building materials. During each the first 
months 1956, the index was percent above the 1955 level, but the decline 
lumber prices (which began May) gained momentum, the rate 1955-56 increase 
the overall index narrowed steadily--to about percent December. 


UNION WAGE SCALES THE BUILDING TRADES, FOURTH QUARTER, 1956--The 
upward movement union wage scales the building trades continued the fourth 
quarter 1956 with rise 0.9 percent--almost double the previous quarter's gain. 
The latest increases affected slightly more than fourth the unionized workers 
the trades covered 100-city survey, with wage scales bricklayers and elec- 
tricians advancing most. The average union wage rate for all trades combined the 
beginning 1957 was $3.08 hour--about 4.7 percent (14 cents) higher than 


January 1956 and percent above the 1947-49 average. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OUTPUT NOVEMBER--A November record was set 
the output iron and steel products, Portland cement, and paint, varnish and lac- 
quer, although materials production general declined seasonally from October. 
These three groups products are probably less affected than others the downturn 
residential construction. the remaining major groups, all with output below 
November 1955, lumber and wood products, clay construction products, and millwork 
were substantially above the 1947-55 average for November. The output heating and 
plumbing equipment declined slightly below that average, and only asphalt products 
dropped markedly. 


CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT DECEMBER--Employment contract 
construction declined about the usual rate December but the total million 
workers employed during the month was 244,000 above year earlier and record 
high for December. Employment the industry expanded 765,000 from the 1956 
February alltime peak 3,353,000 August, and for the year 
Whole averaged million workers per month, percent above the 1955 average. 
Data available for the first months 1956 show that the increase from 1955--one 
the largest record--was shared workers all types contract 
The rate gain was greater building construction and heavy engineering than 
highway work. 


HOURS AND EARNINGS NOVEMBER--From October's alltime high, weekly earn- 
ings contract construction dropped $4.58 November $102.28, reflecting sea- 
reduction almost hours the average workweek 36.4 hours. Average 
earnings contract construction whole edged upward new high 
$2.81 November, despite 6-cent decline hourly earnings highways and streets 
where the amount overtime work dropped. Compared with November 1955, average 
and hourly earnings this past November were $8.47 and cents, re- 
spectively, and the workweek was hour longer. 
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Profile the 
Contract Construction Industry 


BENJAMIN KAPLAN* 


terms any measure size, the contract construction industry big. Its firms are the 
thousands, its employees millions, its materials consumption billions dollars, and 
its output tens billions dollars. The industry widely dispersed throughout the United States, 
and its competitive conditions are governed the activities many independent small firms. 
labor relations are characterized wide variety collective bargaining agreements well 
numerous cases without formal contracts. 


TABLE FIRMS OPERATION, SELECTED DATES 1940-55, AND NUMBER NEW, 
DISCONTINUED AND TRANSFERRED BUSINESSES, MAJOR INDUSTRY DIVISION, 1953-55 


(In thousands) 


All Contract Manu- Wholesale Retail Service 
industries construction facturing trade trade industries 
Firms operation 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 31, 1952...... 


June 30, 
Dec. 31, 1953 
June 30, 1954 
Dec. 31, 1954 
June 30, 
Dec. 31, 


ON 


Jan.-June 
July-Dec. 1953.... 
Jan.-June 1954.... 
July-Dec. 1954.... 
Jan.-June 1955.... 
July-Dec. 


Jan.-June 1953.... 
July-Dec. 1953.... 
Jan.-June 1954.... 
July-Dec. 1954.... 
Jan.-June 1955.... 
July-Dec. 


Transferred 


Jan.-June 1953.... 
July-Dec. 1953.... 
Jan.-June 1954.... 
July-Dec. 1954.... 
Jan.-June 
July-Dec. 


Source: Concerns Business and Their Turnover, Survey Current Business, Department 
Office Business Economics, June 1956 (p. 8). 


Based incomplete data. 


the Building Materials and Construction Division, Business and Defense Services 
Commerce. 
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137.9 5.0 4.5 94.6 19.7 8.7 
176.3 6.6 6.0 117.7 26.4 12.0 have 
145.0 5.0 6.0 5.0 100.0 21.0 9.0 
carry 
| teal | 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


The contract construction industry encompasses only those firms whose primary activity con- 
struction work. Real estate, manufacturing, public utility, and insurance organizations, among others, 
doing construction work secondary subsidiary function are excluded. With total construction 
activity, including maintenance and repair, currently amounting approximately $60 billion annually, 
the contribution the contract construction industry not precisely known. reasonable, however, 
estimate that its share between three-fifths and four-fifths the total. Ranked with other groups 
producing industries, terms dollar output, the contract construction industry probably fourth 


behind the food, machinery, and transportation equipment industries and may well first accounts 
for four-fifths total construction activity. 


the end 1955, there were 475,000 contract construction firms, representing percent the 
business population the United The 475,000 included general contractors engaged con- 
structing and repairing all types structures and facilities well special trade contractors en- 
gaged activities such plumbing, painting, plastering, roofing, carpentry, masonry, and electrical 
work. During 1955, 69,000 firms entered the business, 40,000 left it, and 12,000 were involved 
transfers resulting from reorganizations, new ownerships, and incorporations. Based the 446,000 
contract construction firms operating the beginning the year, the 1955 entrance, discontinuance, 
and transfer rates were 15, and percents, respectively. The corresponding rates for all industries 
were and percents. The comparatively high entrance rate reflected growth the construction 
industry. With large number new firms, normally characterized high mortality rate, the industry 
had elevated discontinuance rate. The low transfer rate resulted, some measure, from unique 
characteristic the construction firm. rarely bought sold unit because does not gener- 
ally possess intangible assets, such location, patents, copyrights, steady clientele, which are 
frequently valuable attributes other business groups. 


Looking back the end 1952, the number firms the contract construction industry has 
grown percent while the increase for all industries has been less than percent. Numerically and 
percentagewise the growth the construction industry has been much more precipitous than that any 
other industry group. Accounting for percent the business population the end 1955, the con- 
struction industry contributed disproportionate shares the numbers new and discontinued busi- 
nesses all industries during the 3-year period 1953-55. New entrants the construction industry 
comprised percent all new businesses, and departures from the industry made percent all 
discontinued businesses. Only percent total business transfers involved construction firms. 
greater extent than other industries, the number new entries and discontinuances the construc- 
tion industry reflects business organizations initiated and intended complete single project and 


then disbanded. 


For reasons not suggested the statistics, few construction firms are incorporated. The latest 
available data covering 1952 indicate that only about percent were the corporate type. This level 
was sharp contrast with the percent applying the manufacturing industry, the percent the 
finance group, and the percent the wholesale trade industry. For all industries, percent the 
have been incorporated with only the retail trade and service industries having percentages 
low that the construction industry. indicated registrations with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission relatively few the construction corporations offer their stock for public purchase. 
present, approximately firms are this category. Most them specialize heavy construction 
projects while smaller number are principally building Since 1946 incorporated firms 
have accounted for slowly and steadily increasing percentage all construction firms, after declin- 


» 


| 


Business population statistics relate the entire private economy the continental United States 
except for the fields agriculture and the professional services. the area covered all firms are included, 
tegardless size, except that individual working his own account not considered business firm 
unless has either established place business least one paid employee. concern may 
variety activities, each legal entity counted only once and classified industry according 
the major activity the firm whole. 

The industry groupings are the following: mining and quarrying; contract construction; manufacturing; 
communication, and other public utilities; wholesale trade; retail trade; finance, insurance, 
teal estate; and service industries. 


ation, 
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ing from almost percent 1945 percent 1946. likely that this rate continued ascend 
through 1953 and 1954 because during those years over percent new businesses entering the 
construction industry were the corporate type. 


TABLE FIRMS OPERATION, MAJOR INDUSTRY DIVISION AND TYPE ORGANIZATION, 


(In thousands) 


Major industry 1952 
. 


Corporate 


ALL INDUSTRIES 

Mining and quarrying 

Contract construction 

Manufacturing 

Transportation, communication, 
and other public utilities 

Wholesale trade 

Retail trade 

Finance, insurance, and 
real estate 

Service industries 


ALL INDUSTRIES 
Mining and quarrying 
Contract construction 
Manufacturing 
Transportation, communication, 
and other public utilities 
Wholesale trade 
Retail trade 
Finance, insurance, and 
real estate 


Source: Business Population Legal Form Organization, Survey Current Business, Department 
Commerce, Office Business Economics, April 1955 (p. 18). 


TABLE AND CORPORATE NEW BUSINESSES, MAJOR INDUSTRY DIVISION, 1953-54 


(In thousands) 


Period All Contract Manu- Wholesale Retail Service 
industries construction facturing trade trade industries 
Total new businesses 


Jan.-June 
July-Dec. 1953.... 


Jan.-June 1954.... 
July-Dec. 1954.... 


Jan.-June 1953.... 
July-Dec. 1953.... 


Jan.-June 1954.... 

July-Dec. 

Source: Business Population Legal Form Organization, Survey Current Business, Department 

Commerce, Office Business Economics, April 1955 (p. 20), and Concerns Business and Their Turnover, 

Survey Current Business, Department Commerce, Office Business Economics, June 1956 (p. 8). 
Based incomplete data. 


Despite its overall size, the contract construction industry typified the small business.. 
According the latest available data January 1951, percent the firms engaged less than 
employees These firms accounted for percent construction employment. the other 
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end the scale, less than one-tenth one percent the firms employed 500 more each and ac- 
counted for percent all contract construction employees. Only the retail trade and service indus- 
tries had somewhat larger percentages their employment the small firms. The construction 
industry had next the lowest percentage its employees among the large businesses, with the 
lowest characterizing the service industries. 
1952, about 70,000 firms entered the construction industry. One thousand, 1.4 percent 
started with more employees while 57,000, percent, initiated operations with less. 
During the same year, 364,000 companies entered all industries with 1.1 percent engaging more 
TABLE DISTRIBUTION THE NUMBER FIRMS OPERATION AND PAID EMPLOYMENT 
MAJOR INDUSTRY DIVISION AND SIZE FIRM, 1951 
Employee-size classes 
All size 1,000 
Major industry division 819 20-49 50-99 500-999 
Percent distribution within industries 
Firms operation January 
Mining and quarrying 14.2 12.9 6.8 
Contract construction 15.2 9.3 3.5 
Transportation, communication, 
and other public utilities...... 9.9 3.3 
Finance, insurance, and 
Service 9.3 5.1 1.9 
Paid 
Mining and quarrying 2.1 3.5 9.2 8.6 39.5 
Contract 10.1 12.9 16.7 4.6 8.6 
7.2 8.4 50.6 
Transportation, communication, 
and other public 2.0 4.4 5.2 68.7 
Wholesale 7.3 10.7 18.9 4.1 12.1 
Finance, insurance, and 
Service 13.5 15.8 3.6 7.8 
Source: Size Characteristics the Business Population, Survey Current Business, Department 
Commerce, Office Business Economics, May 1954 (p. 18). 
employees and percent having less each payroll. From these statistics, that the 
formed construction firm bigger than the average new firm. Only the mining and manufacturing 
industries are characterized greater proportions large new firms while entrants all other indus- 
are more typically the organization less employees. about the same extent, these 
telationships prevailed during the period 1944-50. 
States, the number contract construction firms highly correlated with population. 1951, 
tof the latest year for which data are available, California led all other States with almost percent 
construction firms. New York State was close behind also with slightly less than percent the 
the other end the scale were Nevada and Wyoming, each with less than one-fourth 
one percent the firms. should noted that the geographic distribution terms firms and 
does not take into account the sizes the firms nor the volume 
than State Distribution Business Concerns, Survey Current Business, Department Commerce, 
ther 


Office Business Economics, November 1954 (p. 45). 
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TABLE NEW BUSINESSES MAJOR INDUSTRY DIVISION AND SIZE FIRM, 1944-52 


(In thousands) 


Industry division 
and employee-size class 


Nw 
KN OH Ww 


Transportation, communication, 
and other public utilities... 


NN 
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NN 
. N . 


SOW OWK WK Ww 
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Finance, insurance, and 
real estate 


NWF 
NN 
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Source: Size Characteristics the Business Population, Survey Current Business, Department 


Commerce, Office Business Economics, May 1954 (p. 20). 

Reflecting the high entrance rate new organizations into the construction business since the 
end World War the average construction firm younger than the typical firm other industries. 
the end 1954, half these firms were years age older. that time, half the firms 
all industries were 6.75 years old older. Only percent construction companies were 10.5 
age more while for all industries, percent were this age group. Like firms most othet 
industries, the median age the construction firm diminished with the surge new organizations 
entering the field immediately after World War and then rose steadily since 1948. 
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During recent years, the life expectancy statistics construction firms have been indicative 
favorable longevity. Based 1947-54 experience, the construction organization going into business 
had life expectancy 2.75 years compared with the 1.75 years which the new firm all industries 
could expect survive. the age 2.5 years, the average construction company could anticipate 
additional life indeterminate period exceeding years. the same age, the average firm 
all industries had expected continuous existence 6.75 additional years. 


TABLE 6.--MEDIAN AGES FIRMS OPERATION DECEMBER 31, 1945-54, AND CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGES 
FIRMS OPERATION DECEMBER 31, 1954, AGE FIRM; MAJOR INDUSTRY DIVISION 


Year and communication, Retail insurance, ervice 
age years and other pub- trade and real 


lic utilities estate 


N 
wa 


9.75 


OVN 
N 


Age years: 
All ages 

more.. 
5.5 

1.4 6.5 more 

10.5 more 
9.3 Source: Age and Life Expectance Business Firms, Survey Current Business, Department Com- 
7.4 merce, Office Business Economics, December 1955 (p. 19). 

1.3 Rounded the nearest quarter year. 

Contrary widespread belief, the construction firm just durable any other firm 
possible exceptions those the wholesale trade and financial industries. terms surviving 
least one year, percent all newly formed construction companies had this expectation while the 
4.1 corresponding percentage for all industries was 66. years age, percent the construction 
firms, against percent firms all industries, could expect least one additional year activity. 
After years life, percent the construction companies and percent companies had 
this outlook. Like the average firm all other industries, the construction firm improves its chance 

surviving grows older. 
the 
Along with the lack knowledge about the contribution the contract construction industry 
construction, there are serious statistical gaps with respect the quantities materials con- 
Sumed this industry. Available data, however, suggest that construction currently uses mate- 
order $20 billion annually the factory price level. Besides comprising virtually the entire 
for the output products such cement, sand and gravel, asphalt, structural clay products, 


and cast iron pipe, construction accounts for the consumption prodigious quantities lumber, cop- 


Median age (years 
Year: 
4.00 4.25 4.00 
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per, steel, aluminum, zinc, glass, and paint. Its bill materials extends beyond the widely known 
products obscure items such sugar cane fiber waste, used for insulation. 


Employment the contract construction industry follows seasonal pattern with high point 
late summer and early autumn and low point midwinter. the summer 1956, employment reached 
almost 3.4 million, alltime peak, after rising from the winter level 2.6 million employees. More 
than four-fifths the were expended buildings and less than one-fifth nonbuilding 
projects such highways, pipelines, and dams. The latest available data covering December 1956, 
indicate that record level employment was reached for that month--3,000,000 employees. During 


TABLE EXPECTANCY TABLES FOR THE BUSINESS POPULATION MAJOR INDUSTRY DIVISION 


(1947-54 experience) 


Contract Finance, 
con- communication, sale Retail Service 
struction and other pub- trade trade and real industries 
lic utilities estate 


Source: Age and Life Expectance Business Firms, Survey Current Business, Department Com- 
merce, Office Business Economics, December 1955 (p. 18). 


Remaining years operation the median firm given age. Rounded the nearest quarter year. 
More than years. 

the year ending June 1956, average weekly hours contract construction workers ranged from 38, 
somewhat lower level than that other major industries where the prevailing hours were around 
and generally more stable. With respect hourly and weekly earnings, the levels for the contract 
struction workers have been comparatively high. For the first half 1956, these workers averaged 
$2.70 per hour and $98.10 per week. Workers manufacturing industries earned $1.95 per hour and 
$78.78 per week during the same 


Labor Review, Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics, February 1957 (pp. 222 
5). 


Age years indus- and 
tries quarrying | 
Percent firms surviving specified age 
Percent firms specified age surviving least one additional year 
Expected additional life firms specified age (years)! 
3.00 3.00 5.50 2.50 5.00 2.75 
3.50 7.25 3.50 3.25 6.25 3.50 
4.25 (2) 4.75 5.00 (2) 4.25 4.75 
5.50 (2) 6.00 (2) 5.75 (2) 6.50 
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June 30, 1956, there were 104,000 registered apprentices the building trades. California 
with 14,000 led all the other States while Vermont reported the least with only apprentices. Among 
the trades, apprentice carpenters, numbering 26,000, were more numerous than any other apprentice 
group. Plumber and apprentices amounted 21,000 and electricians accounted for 17,000. 
Other major trades for which apprentices were being trained were the painting, paperhanging, sheet 
metal, and trowel trades.4 


undetermined but substantial portion the workers the building construction industry are 
covered collective bargaining agreements. The union organizations are predominantly along craft 
lines that any single contract project may involve number collective bargaining agreements. 
The terms employment embodied union agreements vary from contract contract, but most the 
agreements have certain points common. They contain clauses dealing with wages, hours work, 
premium pay for overtime, and holidays. During recent years more and more contracts are including 
health and insurance benefits that some form these provisions presently cover about three-fifths 
the organized building trades workers cities with populations 100,000 more. 


During 1955, the construction industry experienced 733 work stoppages involving 204,000 workers. 
these stoppages, only were considered major the extent that each idled more than 10,000 work- 
ers. total 1,810,000 man-days were lost due all stoppages the industry. The idle time 
amounted 28/100ths percent the estimated working time all construction workers. The 
rate idleness was substantially lower than those most other major industries for which data are 
available. Only the retail and wholesale trade industries experienced lower percentage lost time.> 


The importance the construction industry rests not only its size and the usefulness its 
products, but also the economic activity generates for other business groups. Supporting the 
construction process are those groups engaged property transfers, financing, land development, 
planning, insurance, manufacturing, distribution, and government. All all, the construction industry 
stands out dynamic source strength the economy. 


Construction Review, September 1956 (p. 45). 
Analysis Work Stoppages During 1955, Monthly Labor Review, Department Labor, Bureau 
Labor Statistics, May 1956 (p. 521). 
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STATISTICAL SERIES 


NOTE: ALL THE STATISTICAL SERIES IN CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION FOR THE LATEST PERIOD SHOWN. 


Part Put Place 


Table 1.--New Construction Put Place: Current Month, Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 


Jan. 
TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 44, 258 42,991 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 30, 825 30, 572 
Residential building (nonfarm) 15, 339 16, 595 
New dwelling units 14,990 
Additions and 382 266 
Nonhousekeeping 447 339 
Nonresidential building...... 801 7,612 
Industrial 3,065 399 
Office buildings and warehouses .... 362 136 
Stores, restaurants, and garages .... 1,934 1,907 
Other nonresidential building 2,170 
Religious 773 
Educational 537 
Hospital and institutional 
Social and recreational 
Miscellaneous 
Farm construction 
Public utility 


Telephone and telegraph ..... 
Other public utility 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential building 
Nonresidential building 
Industrial 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Other nonresidential building 
facilities 
Highway 
Sewer and water .... 


Public service enterprises 
Conservation and development 
All other public 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Change less than one-half percent. 


PRI 
Res 
Year 
(1) 
-16 -10 
+27 
+11 +16 
+20 +28 
-15 -16 
+18 
+27 PUI 
-4 +33 +15 Res 
-22 +18 +49 
-6 -6 Is 
+10 
861 898 771 13, 433 +12 
324 311 293 4,061 227 +11 put 
211 200 190 548 442 +11 
100 100 1,085 +22 +18 
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Table 2.--New Construction Put Place: Recent Monthly Trend, Type Construction 


(Value, millions dollars) 


Type construction 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION.. 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 
Residential building 
(nonfarm) 
New dwelling units 
Additions and alterations 
Nonhousekeeping 
Nonresidential building 


Office buildings and 
warehouses 
Stores, restaurants, 
and garages 
Other nonresidential bldg... 
Religious 
Educational 
Hospital 
Social and recreational 
Miscellaneous 
Farm construction 
Public utility 


Telephone and telegraph.... 
Other public utility 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential building 
Nonresidential building 


Educational 

Hospital and institutional 
Other nonresidential bldg... 
Military facilities 


Public service 
Conservation and 
development 

All other public 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. 


COMPOSITION REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 
NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH 


Connecticut Delaware Alabama 
Maine Kansas Dist. Col. Kentucky 
Massachusetts Minnesota Florida Mississippi 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland 
Vermont North Dakota Carolina Central 

South Carolina Arkansas 

Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana 
New Jersey Virginia Oklahoma 
New York Texas 
Pennsylvania 


NONFARM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 1950 


WEST 


Mountain 


Arizona 
Colorado 
Idaho 
Montana 
Nevada 
New Mexico 
Utah 
Wyoming 


Pacific 


California 
Oregon 
Washington 


NORTHEAST—29.5 percent. NORTH CENTRAL——29.0 percent. percent. percent. 


+ 
+10 190 187 195 205 216 221 231 236| 231 211 
+ 
+18 
+22 
+62 
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New Construction Put Place 


Billions Dollars 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATE 


TOTAL 


PRIVATE 


ANNUAL DATA 


PUBLIC 
ony 


Fe 


1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1955 1956 1957 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS COMMERCE AND CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table 3.--New Put Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rote, Type Construction 


(Value, millions dollars) 


Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


1956 


total 


Type construction 


TOTAL NEW 


PRIVATE 
Residential building 
Nonresidential building 


Office buildings and 
Stores, restaurants, and 

Other nonresidential building 


PUBLIC 
Public service 
Conservation and development .... 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. 


TOTAL 
Al 
30, 060 31, 404 31, 152 30, 612 30,612 30, 504 29, 952 30,572 30,825 
120 132 144 156 144 144 156 161 
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Table 4.--New Construction Put Place: 1947-49 Prices, Type Construction 


(Millions dollars) 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 28, 931 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 19, 433 23, 262 
Residential building (nonfarm) ...... 840 11, 844 
Nonresidential building 4,655 625 
Office buildings 
and 640 1,027 
Stores, restaurants, and garages. 857 432 
Farm construction 484 1,211 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential 
Nonresidential building ........ 
Hospital and institutional 
Other nonresidential building .... 
Public service 
Conservation and development 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. 


New Construction Put Place 
(In 1947-49 Prices) 


Billions Dollars Billions Dollars 


4.0 
ANNUAL DATA 


MONTHLY DATA 


9 2.0 


PRIVATE 


-_ 
1.0 


1940 1945 1950 1955 1960 1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. $7 -10-8 


Year 
512 550 459 281 213 225 
466 401 297 289 257 227 
426 305 403 505 566 572 
655 639 681 724 770 859 
168 148 146 156 192 299 
721 694 639 520 421 455 
TOTAL 
TOTAL 
362 
398 ¢ =. 
452 
675 
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Source funds, 


type construction Jan. Jan. Dec. 
1956 1956 


Jan. 
TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION... 861 
Federal funds 
Direct Federal 
Federal grants-in-aid 
and local funds 


FEDERALLY OWNED 

Residential building 

Nonresidential building 
Industrial 
Educational 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWED 
Residential building 
Nonresidential building 
Educational 
Hospital 
Other nonresidential 
Highway 
Sewer and water 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Construction programs currently receiving Federal grants-in-aid cover highways, schools, 
hospitals, airports, and miscellaneous community facilities. increase exceeds 300. Change less than one-half 


Table 5.--New Public Construction Put Place, Source Funds, Ownership, and Type Construction 
Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 
12,419 13, 433 +12 
759 882 +20 +16 
882 9,791 +11 +10 
Military 144 140 118 108 297 398 +11 -10 
327 319 292 270 282 425 494 +12 
q D 


Part Housing 


Table 6.--New Dwelling Units Started, Ownership, Location, and Type Structure 


Ownership Type structure 


Units 2-or-more family structures 
Private Metro- Nonmetro- 1-family 
politan politan houses All family family 


NUMBER NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 
(3) 


(3) 
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September 
October 

November 
December 
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change 


December, 1955-56 -16.0 -12.6 


PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
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December 


Source: Department Labor. Data urban and rural-nonfarm classification for 1920-53 are available upon request. Annual data 
available before 1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. Not available before January 1954. Tabulations showing the 
units 2-family and 3-or-more family structures for 1920-53 are available upon request. yet available. 


+10 (3) (3) 
98.6 
100 11.7 4.3 7.4 
100 10.1 3.7 6.4 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
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Table 7.--New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate 


Number new dwelling units (in thousands) 


Source: Department Labor. 


Chart 
Housing Starts (UNADJUSTED SEASONALLY ADJUSTED) 


Thousands Dwelling Units Thousands Dwelling Units 


Total Monthly Starts, Unadjusted 


Seasonally Adjusted Annual Private Starts 


1950 


JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC. 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0-56-10-C 


694 720 696 710 749 802 847 899 981 1,018 1,013 962 
829 955 1,019 997 990 969 898 862 806 802 
796 814 885 905 929 964 1,028 1,094 1,156 1,240 
1,343 156 068 990 983 948 925 961 1,052 1,002 976 967 
1,000 086 060 037 1,029 1,075 1,099 1,121 100 1,092 
1,102 1,083 1,122 134 1,082 1,045 1,021 1,024 026 1,050 
1,195 1,127 1,094 146 1,091 1,070 136 1,050 1,030 
160 
1955 
JAN. FEB. MAR. APR DEC. 
Annual Data 
1,500 1,500 
] PUBLIC 
Y Y PRIVATE 
500 soo 
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Table 8.--New Private Houses Average Construction Cost 


AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 


12,275 


Percent change, 1955 1956 


Source: Department Labor. Not yet available. 


Table 9.--New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, Region 


Number new dwelling units (in thousands) Percent 
change, 

first 
months, 


1955-56 


First months 


Source: Department Labor. 


Composition regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown below table 


Chart 


Housing Starts 
(Regional Trends) 


THOUSANDS DWELLING UNITS 


NORTH CENTRAL 


NORTHEAST 


a 


1955 1956 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.-56-10-D 


) 
14.4] 23.4] 24.7] 24.2] 21.8] 19.2 179.8 -17.4 
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Table 10.--New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units: Mortgages Applied for, Appraisals Requested, Units Started 
Under FHA and Programs 


units Nonfarm dwelling units started 


Started appraisal Started FHA- VA- 
(in thousands) requests (in thousands) total assisted assisted 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 


NUMBER DWELLING UNITS 


625, 343 
267, 127 
323, 753 
327, 323 
383, 334 
314, 888 


13, 683 
16, 181 
20, 189 
26, 376 
24, 278 
18, 331 
19, 484 


Source: Table compiled Department Labor from data reported the Federal Housing Administration (HHF and the Veterans 
Administration. available. 


Table 11.--Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings $20,000 Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount Type Lender 
Total amount (in millions dollars) recorded 


Insurance Commercial All other 
associations banks lenders 
299 


16, 179 5,060 
16, 405 295 
18, 018 452 
19, 747 365 
312 
28, 484 10, 452 


Average 
amount 
(dollars) 


Year: 


752 
872 


26, 296 
25, 137 


First mos., 1955.. 
First mos., 


1955: 316 765 
December 188 
1956: 2,059 
2,050 


269 
434 
417 
374 
544 
185 
425 
108 


Perceat change 


Source: Table compiled Department Labor from data reported the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 


263.5 164, 365 148.7 100 
279.9 226, 299 141.3 100 
252.0 251, 437 156.6 100 
276.3 535, 412 307.0 100 
276.7 620, 776 392.9 100 
190.0 401, 520 270.8 100 
q 
1955: December 16.2 24,892 21.6 100 
1956: Januaty 13.0 29, 284 23.0 100 
February 13.1 37, 134 17.4 100 
19.9 45, 769 26.4 100 
19.7 44, 395 26.6 100 
17.6 34, 634 25.2 100 
19, 066 18.7 36, 518 24.4 100 
September .......... 14,017 15.2 30, 007 24.0 100 
October 18, 181 15.6 29, 678 24.0 100 
December 12, 876 9.5 15.0 100 
umber 
sands) 
1953 164 241 480 680 327 2,841 3,055 
620 264 776 159 1,691 3,094 824 
152 499 171 285 
156 457 166 268 
148 435 131 275 406 
136 421 127 270 395 
152 468 128 300 408 
303 827 148 470 128 295 401 
324 7,511 872 159 508 152 318 
319 583 877 165 494 162 309 410 
312 7,621 851 159 464 168 307 425 
August 336 921 163 508 181 319 452 
September 290 534 779 139 441 163 275 388 
October 322 7,535 848 154 475 183 327 438 


Part Permits 


Table 12.--Building Permit Activity: Current Summary, Type Building Construction 


Valuation (in millions dollars) 


Number new dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 6,618.6 
Commercial buildings 076.3 +15 
Stores and other mercantile buildings .... 
All other commercial 1,072.5 +49 
Additions, alterations, and 
Source: Department Labor. Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. 
Building Permit Activity 
Millions Dollars Millions Dollars 
2,000 
CLASS TYPE BUILDING 
COMMUNITY 
ALL BUILDIN 
CONSTRUCTION 
ers 
NEW DWELLING 
572 UNITS 
651 
272 COMMERCIAL 
265 
824 
443 INDUSTRIAL 
406 BUILDING 
395 
425 
410 
425 
452 ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, 
388 & REPAIRS 
438 
ail JFMAMJJASOND JSFMAMJJASOND 
1955 1956 1955 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 
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Table 13.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Type Building Construction and Region! 


Valuation (in millions dollars) 
change, 

construction months 


1955-56 


New dwelling units 604.5 
New nonresidential building ..... 208. 
Commercial buildings 940. 
Amusement buildings 108. 
Commercial garages 56.0 
Gasoline and service stations 154.8 
Office buildings 676.4 
Stores and other mercantile bidgs.. 945.0 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 306.9 
Institutional buildings 348. 
Religious buildings 421.5 
Garages, private residential 195.5 
Industrial buildings 194.3 
Public buildings 289.0 
Public utilities buildings 298. 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 214.0 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 1,722.6 
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All building construction 
New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings ..... 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 


N 


KOON WW O AXA 


All building construction 
New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All osher nonresidential buildings .... 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 


war 

ADAYNN 
ee 


> 
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N 
a 
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See footnotes end table. 


UNITED STATES 
+12 
+14 
+18 
+8 
Northeast 
316.2 337.6 345.6 287.3 790.8 
15.6 21.5 
14.9 20.0 
21.5 27.6 +28 
172.5 193.7 +12 
176.6 167.3 
411.4 498. +21 
271.8 313.3 +15 
55.3 97.4 
84.2 87.5 
38.7 39.8 
32.9 42.1 
47.6 49.8 
41.3 41.6 
North 
385. 5,427.5 5,411.4 
214. 342.8 008. -10 
36. 468. 511.7 
22.9 12.3 
40.7 47.4 +16 
114.4 90.6 Gare 
25.3 42.4 Store 
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Table Permit Activity: Valuation, Type Building Construction and 


Valuation (in millions dollars) Percent 
change, 
construction 
South 
All building construction 

+19 Gasoline 3.4 5.5 4.4 
Stores and other mercantile 17.8 30.2 24.4 
+15 Community 31.4 42.6 
+14 Educational 18.6 31.8 27.4 
+18 Institutional buildings 2.4 6.9 
+13 Religious 10.4 11.4 8.3 
Garages, private residential 1.5 1.9 1.3 
+55 Industrial 22.8 15.6 14.6 
Public buildings 10.1 5.0 
+23 Public utilities buildings 6.2 8.3 14.6 
+21 All other nonresidential buildings .... 3.3 3.3 2.9 
Additions, alterations, and 4.9 1.6 7.3 
All building construction 152.6 
Gasoline and service 2.6 3.2 2.6 25.7 
9.9 9.4 18.1 10.6 104.7 
+12 Stores and other mercantile 18.9 23.4 21.8 15.5 223.6 
Religious 5.6 6.6 6.1 47.7 +52 
Garages, private residential 2.0 2.7 3.2 2.5 29.0 
Industrial 17.2 31.3 25.5 28. 164.0 +118 
+28 buildings 3.4 6.2 1.6 6.5 73.3 +31 
Public utilities buildings 7.1 4.4 3.6 31.1 +99 
All other nonresidential buildings...... 5.6 6.2 8.4 8.3 59.1 +59 
alterations, and 28.4 32.5 37.8 35.2 359.9 +16 
Source: Department Labor. regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown In- 
cludes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. Change less than one-half percent. 
(4) 
Table 14.--Building Permit Activity: Number Nonresidential Buildings, Type Building 
+13 
Type building 
+36 
Amusement buildings 
Educational buildings 
+15 and service 
Industrial 
Olfice 
Religious 
+13 


Source: Department Labor. 
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Table 15.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation and Number New Dwelling Units, Type 
Public-Private Ownership, and Region 


units only) 


Valuation (in millions dollars) Number dwelling units 
and First months 1955 1956 First months 


UNITED STATES 

All new dwelling units.. 

Privately owned 1,075, 939 875, 

5-or-more family 68, 017 61, 864 

Publicly owned 14, 789 


All new dwelling units.. 230,515 186, 715 

Privately owned 221, 874 177, 801 

192, 069 156, 467 

2-4 family 7,943 

5-or-more family 21, 862 12, 
Publicly owned 641 
All new dwelling 
Privately owned 
1-family ....... 
2-4 family 
5-or-more family .... 


Publicly owned 


All new dwelling units.. 291,624 235,68 
Privately owned 290, 321 232, 645 

2-4 12, 311 10, 132 
5-or-more family .... 14, 099 13, 540 
Publicly owned 303 038 
All new dwelling units.. 281, 891 229, 803 
Privately 280, 548 228, 
242, 196 185, 962 

5-or-more family .... 28, 
Publicly owned 343 262 


Source: Department Labor. Composition regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown below table 
than $50,000. 


Chart Building Permit Activity, Regions 


Millions Dollars 


NORTH CENTRAL 


NORTHEAST 


1956 
CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 56-10-F 


ALI 
Ariz 
1 
Con 
Dist 
Flor 
Geo 
| Idah 
Ken 
Lou 
Mas. 
Mict 
Miss 
Mis: 
Mon 
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New 
New 
Nort 
700 
Ohic 
600 
500 Sout 
Sout 
300 / ‘A Virg 
200 
1955 Sour 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT LABOR. 
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Table 16.--Building Permit Activity: Location and State 


State 


Metropolitan areas 
Nonmetropolitan 


District 


Florida 


idaho 


Kentucky 

Louisiana 
Maryland 


Minnesota 

Missouri .... 


New 


Oklahoma 


......... 
Rhode Island 
South 
South Dakota 


Texas 


Vermont 


Source: Department Labor. 


(Millions dollars) 
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First months 


12, 769.8 


Ww 
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5 
change, 
50.0 
84.4 60.2 -29 
233.8 220.0 
880 329.3 380.8 +16 
160.6 161.3 (1) 
683 153.5 146.7 
24.2 30.3 +25 
038 
962 293.8 
37.4 
61.6 
Less 36.9 -10 
719.9 
75.5 -15 
189.9 
32.9 +15 
1,057.0 
132.6 
142.6 163.0 +14 
761.6 683.7 -10 
40.5 51.9 +28 
82.3 65.5 
34.2 34.8 
83.0 896.0 795.8 -11 
9.3 104.5 131.9 +26 
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Table 17.--Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and State 


State 


ALL STATES 
Metropolitan areas 
Nonmetropolitan areas 


Alabama ..... 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 


Connecticut 
Delaware 

District Columbia 
Florida 


Illinois 
Indiana 


Kansas 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


North Carolina 
North Dakota 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 


Tennessee 
Texas 


Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


Source: Department Labor. 


(Housekeeping units only) 


1956 


61, 626 


70, 424 
17, 195 


79, 200 
60, 330 


18,870 


First 


831,398 


194, 683 


10, 189 
3,165 
154, 251 
12, 983 


2,951 
2,717 

49, 168 

14, 552 


1,420 
51,672 
17, 565 

7,094 

335 


7,900 
10, 200 

267 
20, 030 
20, 062 


44, 239 
14, 316 
565 
12, 088 
490 


116 
1,983 
788 
38, 512 
4,013 


64, 793 
329 
465 

46, 269 
339 


23, 393 


13, 325 
766 
939 


Percent 
change, 


1st mos, 


1955-56 


-19 


-18 
-27 


| 
88, 333 86, 039 
883 826 966 814 146 11, 808 
ecccccccocccoccsoossoncsccsoose 349 274 327 282 242 354 3, 662 : 
412 316 190 423 240 579 806 
117 128 107 198 749 689 605 
133 158 126 184 134 201 1,705 
813 1,130 734 634 540 513 645 
643 676 659 647 613 709 287 
168 173 158 171 122 133 317 
265 276 217 262 198 218 226 -20 
212 209 157 142 169 130 
438 479 416 450 336 329 260 
201 195 236 253 167 238 1,975 
490 425 468 428 543 372 673 
854 931 794 778 651 11, 631 -20 
188 204 174 189 160 190 560 
488 754 658 652 522 436 761 -28 
500 633 579 570 497 470 954 
221 294 293 340 226 270 2,959| 2,644 
484 299 287 326 257 350 4,680| -25 
258 161 162 175 144 130 
599 815 448 476 730 382 6,607| 5,825 -12 
242 284 303 314 316 253 
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Table 18.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Millions dollars) 
Percent 


1955-56 


Baltimore, Md. 

Birmingham, Ala. 

Boston, 

Buffalo, 

Chicago, 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Columbus, Ohio 

Denver, Colo. 

Detroit, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

Los Angeles, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

New York-Northeastern New Jersey 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, 
Rochester, 

Salt Lake City, Utah. 

San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. 
Seattle, Wash. 

Washington, 
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Source: Department Labor. 


Table 19.--Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Housekeeping only) 
Percent 
change, 
lst mos.. 
1955-56 


Metropolitan area 


Baltimore, 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Boston, 

Buffalo, 

Chicago, 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Columbus, Ohio ... 

Denver, Colo. ... 

Detroit, 


Norfolk-Portsmouth, 
Rochester, 

Sale Lake City, Utah 

San Francisco-Oakland, 


Source: Department Labor. 


= 
-21 3 
-3 
-25 
-20 
21 
412 339 369 341 301 247 4,733 3,566 -25 
921 884 866 932 715 975 10,109 8,728 -14 
769 1,007 878 930 1,339 9,989 8,959 -10 
1,263 1,304 1,633 1,227 791 981 11,043 -23 
572 785 736 685 864 6,901 6,257 
702 662 800 603 811 11,530 8,056 -30 
3,602 3,161 2,784 3,232 2,230 2,451 36,282 28,370 
443 520 594 587 511 5,429 4,783 -12 
Los Angeles, 7,735 7,174 7,378 8,467 5,192 236 77,987 -16 
Memphis, 242 295 305 281 242 337 243 436 
York-Northeastern New 8,898 8,062 5,838 6,491 033 392 86,258 66,777 
425 313 275 428 245 407 5,187 4,157 -20 
626 535 653 667 508 892 8,636 7,032 -19 
262 307 312 468 323 229 
299 487 209 207 527 175 3,609 3,225 
945 1,031 1,044 1,005 981 9,749 10,745 +10 
657 622 531 637 543 476 8,893 
16 
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Table 20.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation Selected Metropolitan Areas Type Building Construction 


October 1956 (Thousands dollars) 


All building construction 103, 786 


New dwelling 61, 322 
New nonresidential building 34, 863 
Commercial 867 
Amusement buildings 626 
Commercial garages 181 
and service 900 
Office 1,038 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community 


Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial 


Public utilities 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions, alterations, and 
Colo. Mich. Tenn. New Jerse 
All building construction 
New dwelling units 71, 802 
New nonresidential building 38, 239 
Commercial buildings 13,077 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial 802 
Gasoline and service stations........ 665 
Stores and other mercantile 6,978 
Community 
Educational 
Institutional buildings 267 
Religious 
Garages, private residential 123 
Industrial buildings 
Public 299 
Public utilities 323 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 406 
Additions, alterations, and 10,934 


Calif. 


All building construction 
New dwelling 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial 
Amusement 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service 
Office 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community 
Educational buildings...... 
Institutional buildings 
Religious 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial 
Public buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential 
Additions, alterations, and 


Source: Department Labor. 


Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. 


34, 236 13, 184 
15,274 10,588 
15, 156 628 
756 779 
0 0 Re 
355 166 
217 196 
1,124 417 
547 130 
110 518 204 1,009 
198 680 507 262 221 207 516 
220 364 890 757 257 
Re 
d 
Vai 
Uti 
All 
Sor 
par 
Phoenix, Rochester, | 
Va. Ariz. N. - Utah | Or 
8,170 13,488 4,942 
336 2,051 1,811 11,707 3,495 14,039 
273 564 302 862 6,079 854 
381 152 173 1,277 408 725 
1,651 358 144 597 215 435 
496 375 407 126 060 1,409 10,941 
126 904 849 900 165 Ind 
496 249 407 112 371 599 325 387 
313 787 195 265 262 957 220 
334 101 912 460 105 190 
327 526 566 299 1,015 124 1,968 856 


Part Awards 


Table 21.--Contract Awards: Public Construction, Ownership and Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) 

Ownership and First months 
type months 


1955-56 


‘ALL PUBLIC 


Nonresidential building 39.9 36.5 82.6 
Hospital and institutional 6.8 
Administrative and general 2.1 3.5 5.0 
Other nonresidential building 34.1 3.9 32.2 64.1 50.4 
Airfield building 4.3 8.8 5.6 1.8 6.4 
15.1 4.4 12. 20.8 
Troop housing 3.5 0.1 20.3 4.7 
2.4 4.0 3.8 2.0 
All other 8.8 6.6 17.3 
Conservation and development 24.6 1.7 53.7 22.0 26.5 
Electric power 1.6 1.6 2.1 
All other federally 19.4 3.8 1.9 1.3 
STATE AND LOCALLY 553.2 635.6 650.6 
Residential building 14.3 17.6 
Nonresidential building 192.7 260.0 253.7 
Hospital and 10.5 15.5 
Administrative and 13.8 16.1 21.0 
Other nonresidential 29.1 27.9 
Sewerage 24.7 54.7 50.3 36.2 
Water supply 58.8 29.9 43.4 29.0 
26.2 20.9 28.4 28.6 
18.5 9.0 17.8 17.9 
All other State and locally owned.... 6.6 19.0 7.4 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Includes major force-account projects started, principally TVA and State highway de- 
partments. Types not shown separately are included the appropriate category. Percent increase exceeds 300. 


Table 22.--Contract Awards: Highway Construction, Ownership, Source Funds, and Type Facility 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent 

change, 
type facility months 


‘ALL HIGHWAY 
FEDERALLY OWNED 


STATE 
Federally aided projects: 
Federal funds 
Independent State projects: 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Includes force-account work started Federal and State projects. municipalities 


and counties. 


1,370.8 1,769.1 +29 
27.9 59.3 +113 
803.6 
10.7 22.3 +108 
76.8 42.6 
60.5 82.1 +36 
98.9 69.1 -30 
296.3 
47.8 +132 
59.6 
128.5 147.4 +15 
132.8 127.7 
440.5 +78 
54.7 78.9 +44 
34.6 
69.1 58.7 -15 
702.4 7,694.6 +15 
198. 239.4 +21 
2,564.7 2,937.9 +15 
1,871.1 2,077.5 +11 
181.9 272.3 +50 
239.8 297.9 +24 
2,612.8 2,971.1 +14 
448.7 609.8 +36 
+14 
369.0 
235.5 216.0 
165.9 153.0 
118.0 158.0 +34 
17.4 7.1 3.2 8.2 9.3 8.8 54.7 78.9 +44 
83.9| 128.2 605.2 862.5 +43 
130.8| 64.7| 1,117.6 932.9 -17 
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Contracts Awarded Public 
Construction 


Millions Dollars 


OWNERSHIP 


SELECTED TYPES CONSTRUCTION 


EDUCATIONAL 


SEWER AND WATER 


1954 1956 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 56-10-G 


on 


Table 23.--Contracts Awarded Eastern States 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 
Type construction Dec. Nov. Year 


1956 1956 1956 Nov. Dec. 


Building construction 
Residential 
Nonresidential 


Engineering 
Public works 
Utilities 


Source: Compiled Department Commerce from data reported Dodge Corporation. 


Se 


1,500 
TOTAL 
500 AND LOCAL 
Millions Dollars 
400 
300 
P 
Year, 
1955-56 
Ce 
416 260 163 +60 +16 +15 


Part V--Costs 


Table 24.--Construction Cost Indexes 


Indexes (1947-49 100) 


Percent 
change, 
year 
1955-56 


Compiler and coverage 


American Appraisal Company 
Associated General 
Boeckh and Associates (20 city average): 
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings 
Commercial and factory buildings 
Engineering News-Record (as Jan. 1): 


Department Commerce composite 


Source: Department Commerce. composite cost indexes representative the major types construction, weighted the current 
importance each type. 


Table Wholesale Prices Building Materials, Selected Classes 


BUILDING MATERIALS 
LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS: 


Douglas fir 
Southern pine 
Other softwoods 


PAINT AND PAINT MATERIALS: 


METAL PRODUCTS: 

Structural shapes 141.9 157.5 

Vitreous china fixtures 111.7 124.1 (2) 


Asphalt 101.0 +13 
Insulation materials 105.8 


MISCELLANEOUS PRODUCTS: 
Kitchen cabinets, metal 


Vw 


Source: Department Labor. Includes items not shown separately. Change less than one-half percent. 


L 127.1 125.2 123.6 123.1 122.4 116. 4 119.8 126.4 - 3 
125.1 122.7 122.0 120.0 110.9 125.5 130.8 
119.1 119.0 119.0 118.8 119.1 112.5 114.3 116.8 
135.4 133.3 133.0 132.2 129.9 131.6 137.4 
125.5 123.7 123.2 123.1 114.8 111.5 123.5 (2) 
129.5 129.2 128.6 128.5 128. 5 131.3 130.3 128.8 (2) 
95.4 95.4 90.2 87.7 87.3 104.3 110.4 108. 4 -20 
105.2 105.2 104.2 104.2 104.2 103.6 100. 1 105.0 -1 
119.1 119.1 119.1 123.6 124.1 112.7 112.8 115.8 
98. 6 98.3 97.9 98.8 99.4 99.6 96.6 96. 2 97.4 +2 . 
138.1 138.1 138.1 138.1 123.0 127.6 
136. 5 136. 5 138.7 142.0 142.0 142.0 127.2 
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Table 26.--Wholesale Prices Selected Building 


Commodity 


LUMBER 
Douglas fir: 
Dimension, No. 25% No. green, S4S, R.L., mixed 


Boards, No. 25% No. green, S4S, R.L., loose, mixed 
Southern pine: 
No. and better, dry, S.L., S4S, ft. 86. 255 83. 871 
Boards, No. and better, dry, R.L., S4S, bd. ft. 81. 794 81. 794 81. 474 
Ponderosa pine boards, No. common, R.L., 4S, 
bd. ft. 70. 100 70. 830 79. 360 
Oak, red, flooring, plain, thick, face, select, bd. ft. 197.414 
Poplar, plain, No. common, R.W., ft. 60. 000 60. 000 56. 000 


MILLWORK 
Door, Douglas fir, interior, plywood panels, f.0.b. factory Each (1) (1) (1) 
Door frame, ponderosa pine, exterior, x2’’ casing, with sill, 394 394 
Window, ponderosa pine, 2-light, check rail, open, Each 668 668 665 
Douglas fir, interior, grade A-D, sq. ft. 63. 695 65. 246 80. 807 
Douglas fir, interior, grade C-D, sq. ft. 56.089 
BOARD 


Insulation, fiber, interior, plant, freight equalized sq. 57. 500 55. 500 


PREPARED PAINT 


Emulsion, water-thinned, inside, 657 608 399 
Varnish, floor, first grade, delivered 3.996 3.951 3.778 
Enamel, white, gloss, first grade, delivered 4.969 4.928 639 
Outside, white, first grade, delivered 4.651 4.610 


METAL PRODUCTS 


Structural shapes, carbon steel, angles, 30’ long, ASTM spec. A-7, 

Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, 3/4’’ rounds 30’ long with 10% shorts, 

Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, gage wide 96’’ long, commercial 

coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, mill 100 220 220 7.690 
Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

nominal, random lengths, wt. 228 100 ft. 18. 376 18. 376 16. 366 


Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

nominal, random lengths, wt, 228 mill 
Nails, wire, carbon steel, 8-penny, common, mill 
Soil pipe, cast iron, 6’’, single and double hub, service pipe, extra heavy, 


22. 516 19. 971 


Aluminum sheets, 3003-H14, hard alloy, mill finish, 64’’ 30,000 Ibs. 

over, shipping point, freight Pound $0. 427 $0. 393 
Copper water tubing, type size, thick, 2,000 ft. more 

coils (0. 455 per linear mill, freight allowed Foot 303 

Wire, building, type size 12, single braid, destination, freight prepaid 

Screening, insect, bronze wire, 18x14 mesh, 30’’ wide, ft. 


PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 


Bath tub, enameled iron, 5’, recessed, factory, freight Each 55.113 55. 113 
Lavatory, enameled iron, plant, freight allowed 13. 497 13. 500 
Water closet, vitreous china, close coupled, reverse trap, plant, freight 


Each 24. 682 24. 682 24. 660 
Sink, enameled steel, flat rim, 2-compartment, acid resisting, 
without drainboard, plant, freight allowed Each 


See footnotes end table. 


1956 1955 

1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1957 

Sour 
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Table 26.--Wholesale Prices Selected Building Material 


HEATING EQUIPMENT 
Boiler, heating, steel, oil fired, steam rating 400 sq. ft., less burner, 
with jacket and standard trim, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed $186. 122 
Convector, nonferrous, free standing, average steam rating sq. ft., E.D.R., 
Furnace, warm air: 
Steel, oil fired, forced air, gun-type burner, average bonnet output 
90,000-115, 000 BTU per hr., factory, freight allowance 
Steel, gas fired, standard automatic controls, average input rating 
85, 000-110, 000 BTU per hr., enclosing jacket, f.o.b. factory, 
Furnace, floor, gas fired, floor grill, average input rating BTU 
Oil burner, mechanical forced draft 2-1/2 gal. per hr., 
thermostat, limit and stack controls, f.o.b. factory 106. 181 100. 620 
Water heater, gas, automatic, 30-gal. storage tank, galvanized steel, 
l-year guarantee, factory, freight allowed 40. 954 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS 
Sand, construction, f.o.b. plant 232 
Gravel, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant 1.517 437 
Crushed stone, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant 1.614 
Block, concrete, lightweight aggregate, plant 183 -177 
Pipe, concrete, culvert, reinforced, diameter, ASTM spec. C76-41 table 

wall lengths, delivered 126 3.910 
Brick, building, plant 30. 718 29. 831 
Brick, face, red, first quality, textured, f.o.b. plant 39. 998 38. 415 
Tile, clay, partition, scored, 3-cell, f.o.b. plant 134. 556 130. 431 
Sewer pipe, vitrified clay, diameter, lengths, standard strength, plant 530 504 
Lath, gypsum, plant, freight equalized 24. 990 24.010 
Wallboard, gypsum, varying lengths, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 32. 830 31. 850 
Plaster, gypsum, base coat, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 15. 928 14. 948 
Shingles, asphalt, strip, 210 factory, freight allowance 5.754 
Lime, hydrated, building, finishing, f.o.b. plant 21. 183 19. 972 
Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized........... 11.111 10. 306 


Source: Department Labor. available. 


Table Union Hourly Wage Rates the Building Trades, Trade 
(1947-49 100) 


Building 
laborers 


Estimated. available. 


33. 
2 
‘1 
111.6 110.1 111.5 109.6 113.0 107.8 112.4 
116.3 117.4 120.0 116.8 118.5 114.2 120.4 
126.2 124.6 126.8 124.4 125.3 121.0 128.6 
130.0 131.1 132.0 130.5 130.1 125.4 138.4 
134.2 135.3 135.9 134.5 132.5 132.3 144.4 
137.8 140.3 139.0 139.9 136.5 135.5 150.9 
(1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
(1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
(1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
(1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
Source: Department Labor. 
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Table 28.--Union Wage Scales the Building Trades: Average Rate and Range Rates, Trade, and Rate City 


ALL PLACES: 


Estimated average rate 
Cents-per-bour increase, 


Range rate levels 


Atlanta, Ga. 3.350 3.200 2.850 3.000 3.200 1.450 
Baltimore, Md. 2.950 3.300 2.675 3.250 3.200 
Ala. 3.500 2.700 *3.300 750 2.920 3.170 1.500 
Boston, 3.500 3.050 3.300 2.650 3.500 3.250 2.300 
3.565 3.370 *3.075 13.300 2.485 
Burlington, Vt. 3.500 2.375 1.750 3.500 2.000 
3.125 2.850 3.250 2.750 3.250 3.275 2.090 
Charleston *3.650 3.075 3.250 2.625 3.000 3.175 2.000 
Charlotte, 3.000 1.750 2.500 2.850 1.275 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 3.500 *2. 800 3.175 2.550 3.100 3.250 *1.650 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 3.500 2.750 2.840 2.650 3.000 3.000 1.800 
Cincinnati, 3.600 3.300 3.500 2.950 3.375 2.350 
Cleveland, Ohio 3.550 3.575 3.600 *3.250 3.575 3.475 

Columbus, Ohio *3.550 3.280 2.710 *3.250 *3.300 *2.150 
3.700 2.950 3.125 *2. 875 *3.500 3.100 1.550 


Dayton, 3.270 *3. 400 2.260 
*3.750 3.075 3.000 3.300 3.170 2.000 
Des Moines, 3.650 3.200 2.750 3.100 3.250 2.250 
Detroit, 3.630 3.200 3.500 3.075 3.510 3.455 2.450 
Duluth, 3.300 2.750 3.000 2.650 3.125 2.950 2.100 
Paso, 3.500 2.900 3.100 2.375 3.125 3.100 
Evansville, Ind. 3.425 2.850 3.140 3:250 3.125 2.025 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 2.8 *3.500 2.100 


3.400 2.975 3.400 2.850 3.220 2.180 
Houston, 3.688 2.975 *3.400 3.375 3.175 1.750 
Indianapolis, Ind. 3.625 *3.450 3.000 3.350 *3.400 2.200 
Jackson, Miss. 3.250 *2.550 2.375 2.750 3.000 *1.300 
Jacksonville, 3.100 2.600 *3.300 2.375 875 3.100 *1.200 
Kansas City, Mo. 3.700 2.950 3.325 2.900 3.375 3.300 2.155 
Knoxville, Tenn. *3.500 *2.775 3.000 2.500 3.000 *3.150 *1.675 
Lansing, Mich. 3.125 3.300 2.880 3.700 3.250 2.330 
Las Vegas, Nev. 3.750 3.200 3.570 3.150 3.750 3.700 2.450 
Little Rock, *3.500 *2. 850 2.375 *3.190 3.080 *1.350 
Los Angeles, Calif. 3.800 3.000 3.600 3.010 3.750 *3.550 2.300 
Louisville, 3.575 *3.150 3.300 3.300 3.300 *2.130 
Madison, 3.350 2.850 2.750 3.170 3.150 2.350 
Manchester, 3.500 2.825 *2.825 2.200 3.500 *2.950 2.150 
Miami, Fla. 3.250 2.880 3.350 3.250 3.250 1.350 
Milwaukee, Wis. 3.400 3.150 *3.200 *2.850 3.280 3.210 2.375 
Minneapolis, Minn. 3.425 3.120 2.850 3.100 2.250 
Mobile, 3.535 *3.200 2.625 3.150 3.350 1.650 
Montgomery, 2.250 2.750 2.350 2.750 3.100 1.000 


See footnotes end table. 
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Table 28.--Union Wage Scales the Building Trades: Average Rate and Range Rates, 


(As Jan. 1957) 


Bricklayers Carpenters Electricians Plasterers Plumbers Building 
laborers 


Nashville, Tenn 

New Haven, Conn. 

New Orleans, La. .... 

New York, 
Norfolk, 

Oakland, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Omaha, 


Philadelphia, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Portland, Maine 

Portland, Oreg. 
Providence, 
Raleigh, 
Richmond, Va. 
Rochester, 


Rock Island, Ill. 

Salt Utah 

San Antonio, Tex 

San Diego, 
San Francisco, 
Schenectady, 


Seattle, Wash. 
Shreveport, La. 

Sioux Falls, Dak. 

South Bend, Ind. ............ 
Spokane, Wash. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Syracuse, 
Toledo, Ohio 


NWNNNNNN DN 


Vichita, 
Vilmington, 
Mass. 

York, Pa. 

Youngstown, Ohio 


Source: Department Labor. Represents increase rates between October 1956 and January 1957. Indicates correction 
data reported for previous quarter. union scale effect survey date. Includes Rock Island and Moline, and 
Davenport, 


city 
3.250 3.100 3.250 2.900 3.250 3.250 2.350 
3.250 3.125 2.400 3.050 1.550 
*4.250 3.210 4.000 3.850 
3.250 2.450 3.050 12.750 1.250 
3.750 3.125 3.100 3.540 3.325 2.325 
3.425 2.925 *3.350 2.550 3.200 3.200 
3.210 *3.400 2.925 3.500 3.350 2.525 
3.750 3.385 *3. 950 3.650 3.750 2.100 
3.750 3.030 3.430 2.180 
3.750 3.400 3.450 3.425 2.250 
3.250 2.600 2.750 3.150 3.000 1.950 
*3.500 2.725 3.000 3.375 3.150 2.075 
2.500 2.500 (2) 
3.250 2.850 1.400 
3.510 3.250 3.370 3.510 3.170 2.490 
3.500 960 3.300 3.250 3.250 2.300 
3.750 250 3.600 3.425 3.550 2.300 
3.425 000 3.120 3.150 2.250 
850 3.125 3.000 2.000 
3.375 750 3.125 2.500 3.375 3.175 1.375 
3.750 125 3.375 3.100 *3.613 3.450 2.325 
3.750 900 3.100 2.500 3.000 3.125 1.900 
3.100 650 3.100 2.250 2.500 1.300 
3.300 *3. 400 3.300 3.150 2.300 
3.375 3.100 2.375 3.150 3.100 *2.075 
3.550 940 *2. 930 *3.400 *2.510 
3.500 625 3.250 2.500 3.250 3.050 1.450 
3.400 500 2.250 1.725 
3.500 950 3.175 2.700 3.250 3.250 *2.220 
3.550 940 3.200 2.880 *3. 400 
3.375 825 3.050 2.700 3.375 3.100 2.075 
3.425 045 3.500 2.700 3.155 2.275 
3.000 450 2.275 3.000 *3.150 1.250 
3.510 400 3.400 3.020 3.400 2.520 
3.475 4.000 3.000 3.700 3.500 2.450 
2.925 3.225 2.800 3.250 3.200 1.900 
3.225 3.500 3.050 3.560 2.100 
3.550 2.800 3.200 2.500 3.375 2.000 
5.525 2.850 3.200 3.400 
3.350 3.000 3.100 2.650 3.350 2.950 2.300 
2.550 3.125 2.250 3.000 3.000 1.800 
3.275 3.375 3.050 3.500 3.250 2.415 


Part 


Indexes Materials Output 
Selected Groups Construction Materials 


Index (1947-49=100) 


November 1956 


200 


ASPHALT HEATING RON ANU 

PRODUCTS AND PLUMBING STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT PRODUCTS PROOUCTS 

CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 56-10-H 


POR|LAND 
CEMENT 


VARNISH AND 
PROOUCTS LACQUER 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


Table Materials: Indexes Output 
average 1947-49 100) 
Indexes 
Materials group 1956 
Lumber and wood products.... 
Paint, varnish, and 
Portland cement 
Heating and plumbing 
Iron and steel products 
Clay construction products.. 
Quarterly Indexes 
1955 
Plumbing fixtures 141.3 130.4 142.2 140.6 137.4 116.8 
Source: Table compiled the Department Commerce from data reported various Government agencies and private firms, 


shown notes the tables following Part VI. Not available. 


150 150 
the 
q 
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Lumber and Wood Products 


Index Index Production Index 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 56-10-! 


Table 30.--Lumber and Wood Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Douglas fir 
Softwood lumber Hardwood flooring plywood Hardboatd 


Period (Million board feet) (Thousand board (Million (Tons) 


square feet) (Tons) 


1947-49 average 28, 048 27, 440 812, 365 789, 44, 455 766, 
Year: 1953 31,072 30, 318 73, 449 423,418 
31, 563 31, 432 268, 104 70,045 517,834 

months ending: 
August 1956 30, 083 225, 759 434 548,913 
September 1956 30, 332 29, 627 451 157, 342 
October 1956 30, 354 29, 594 205, 681 149, 262 551,547 
November 1956 30, 280 29, 482 189, 626 134, 264 552,008 


442 360 106, 217 98, 58, 812 91,442| 44,363 
280 106 97, 765 86, 70,045 91, 543 41,063 
305 227 100, 999 76, 187 91,924 
289 288 97, 393 93, 920 44, 164 
483 593 102, 516 88, 249 105, 377 46,777 
541 620 83,056 103, 267 47, 380 
796 780 108, 891 104, 107 49, 185 
665 603 100, 955 98, 88, 216 46, 603 
434 438 91, 105 87,593 44,078 
880 707 106, 847 102, 807 93, 916 47,548 
489 300 91, 030 88, 493 95, 235 44,179 
104, 175 96, 829 681 46, 476 
368 248 90, 162 83, 951 792 


Percent change 


November, 1955-56 +15 -15 +85 -18 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the National Lumber Manufacturers Association, 
the Douglas Fir Plywood Association, and the Bureau the Census. end period. 


200 200 
150 150 
1948 1949 1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 
Nov. 
1955: November 
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Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 


Index Production for Trade Sales 
Index (1947-49=100) 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 56-10-J 


Table 31.--Millwork and Paint, Varnish, and Production 


Production Production for trade sales 
(Thousands units) (Thousands gallons) 


1947-49 average 266, 701 
Year: 1953 288, 094 
1954... 282, 979 
304, 476 

months ending: 
‘August 1956 310, 553 
September 1956 309, 555 
October 1956 313, 661 
November 1956 314, 539 


23, 529 
22, 282 
1956: 
25, 423 
26, 768 
26, 197 
28, 738 
26, 105 
28, 855 
25, 257 
27, 903 
24, 407 


November, 1955-56 
First mos., 1955-56 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the National Wood Work Manufacturers Association 
(whose data ponderosa pine and hardwood doors, sash and exterior frames are only from member firms, and are not adjusted 
represent full coverage), and the Bureau the Census. 


200 200 
150 150 
1948 1949 1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 
change 
Sou 
the 
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Portland Cement 


Index Production 


Index (1947-49=100) Index (1947-49=100) 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


Shipments 
(Million square feet) 


Pro- 
duction 
insulated and tar 
brick saturated 
siding felts 


Asphalt 
prepared 
roofing 


Portland cement 


average 200, 607 199, 306 61, 252 
271,277 274,096 59, 132 


1955 296, 829 62, 582 
months ending: 

August 1956 311,319 306,918 60, 637 

September 1956 313,004 60, 297 

November 315,111 310, 784 


November, 
First mos., 1955-56 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Department Interior (Bureau Mines), and 
the Bureau the Census. end period. Data reported quarterly basis. 


1948 1949 1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.56-10-K 
Table 32.--Portiand Cement, and Asphalt and Gypsum Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 
Period 
Gypsum Gypsum 
365 17, 087 478 075 
428 297 28, 991 484 
288 194 34,629 4,911 2,926 
2,094 32, 163 5,057 865 
124 169 436 
2,754 298 748 
Marc 23, 386 22, 471 29, 854 157 120 183 294 
May 29, 606 32, 087 26, 198 202 2,577 296 796 
June 32, 296 22, 679 197 830 
29,498 20,585} 5,800 101 206 844 
30,055 33, 607 17, 406 166 117 244 804 1,124 602 
September 28, 643 30, 175 15, 538 125 210 
Perceat change 


Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California .... 
Colorado 


Illinois 
Indiana 


Kansas 


Kentucky 


Maryland 
Massachusetts 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 


New Hampshire ... 


New Jersey 
New Mexico 


New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Oklahoma 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 


South Carolina .... 


South Dakota 


Virginia 


Washington 


West 


Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
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Table 33.--Portland Cement: Destination Shipments, State 


(Thousands barrels) 


Aug. 


Sept. 
1956 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce from data reported Department Interior (Bureau Mines). 


1956 


796 
2,593 
863 
34, 639 
4,000 


148 
1,112 
344 
731 
744 


028 
16, 804 
9,174 
824 
7,045 


572 
499 

998 
704 
832 


16, 149 


State 
270 201 232 433 2,215 337 558 558 
405 27, 737 28, 528 31, 553 33,843 33,872 
393 340 368 2,941 285 486 998 003 
493 444 460 3,258 380 908 056 
128 118 902 910 1,097 113 1,120 
821 865 874 487 354 8,997 431 562 
540 422 566 441 198 665 5,670 
127 118 986 923 1,012 1,025 
880 730 667 4,941 863 883 6,929 862 
704 645 712 5,801 248 990 964 
398 347 421 3,026 636 638 568 
735 718 771 728 292 431 456 
124 124 106 894 857 961 979 979 
631 508 499 4,676 882 
631 519 4,351 180 239 5,740 
1,924 1,999 12, 716 13,076 13, 991 15,341 15,629 
693 553 515 4,968 500 838 754 5,642 5,524 
205 179 152 696 732 1,972 1,957 1,985 
809 723 853 796 556 824 758 680 730 
213 169 169 949 1,019 951 285 327 1,346 
237 188 19, 134 20, 290 19, 399 19,810 19,859 20, 026 
443 388 359 3,715 4,009 4,414 355 371 347 
189 180 120 148 1,150 1,272 309 
1,912 360 14, 286 16, 003 17, 320 16,457 16,692 17, 435 
448 422 479 4,158 364 785 706 4,774 
288 240 2,445 2,081 2,398 2,440 2,470 
764 1,662 15, 234 15, 108 16,077 15,468 15,325 15, 353 
857 685 822 828 822 814 
217 174 188 1,993 461 474 404 361 
502 466 556 856 683 088 166 102 125 
623 860 16, 158 19,081 20, 781 20,914 20,825 20, 864 
260 228 211 343 1,508 1,835 2,020 018 
578 480 422 4,701 474 801 5,429 5,460 387 
P| eecccecccceerceccccoscsscsscoess 920 642 753 6, 127 5, 840 5, 977 6, 642 6, 760 6, 850 : 
538 585 578 666 659 662 
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12. Iron and Steel Products 


Index Shipments 


Index 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


1955 1956 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 56-10-L 


Table and Steel Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 


tons) 


ments ings log 


Concrete| Gal- 


reinforc- vanized Fabricated 
ing bars sheets structural steel 


1947-49 average 
Year: 1953 


months ending: 
August 1956 
September 1956 
October 1956 
November 1956 


November 

December .... 
January ... 

February 


November, 1955-56 +24 +29 -10 -22 -10 
First mos., 1955-56 +16 -14 


Source: Table compiled the Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the American Iron and Steel Institute, the 

National Electric Manufacturers Association, the American Institute Steel Construction, and the Bureau the Census. Scheduled 

for fabrication the next months. July data not available separately. The figures given here for August 1956 were reported 

totals the American Iron and Steel because the steel industry was shut down work stoppages effect during July. 
Change less than one-half percent. 


200 200 
1948 1949 1950 1952 1953 1954 
98 
32 
20 Line 
2,368 2,963 570 401 1,178 1,810 821 350 4,000 
195 260 194 256 149 259 345 1,088 
125 Se See 288 174 273 49 32 114 133 64 27 285 331 1,199 
387 JORG woccressnsccrencseconctoiens 332 275 279 72 41 106 170 74 45 285 337 1,193 
350 ; | Rae 333 250 279 52 47 131 171 71 27 288 291 1, 239 
562 : November .................. 322 250 255 36 47 118 116 60 26 276 339 1, 267 
Perceat change 
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Table Construction Products: Production and Shipments 


Brick, common Structural Vitrified clay Hollow facing tile Glazed unglazed 
and face clay tile sewer pipe (Million brick floor wall til 

Period (Million brick) (Thousand tons) tons) equivalent) (Thousand square 

137,429 134,375 

141,066 

187,991 

months ending: 

208, 588 197, 267 

September 207,093 194, 659 

October 207,169 193,217 

November 205,008 191,024 

1955: 17, 668 16, 543 

15, 781 15, 481 

17, 371 16, 

15, 472 14, 

17, 543 15, 475 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. 


one-half percent. 


Table Construction Products: Production ond Shipments, Census Region 


PRODUCTION SHIPMENTS 


November 1956 First months 1956 November 1956 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. 


distribution region, are shown below table Change less than one-half percent. 


Quantity from change change from change, 
Nov. 1955 1955-56 Nov. 1955 
common and face (thousands 
East North Central 110, 885 
West North Central 29, 991 
South Atlantic 116, 479 -10 
East South Central 50, 290 
West South Central 58, 075 
q 
East North Central 63, 396 
West North Central 88, 022 -16 
South Atlantic 152, 875 
East South 44, 665 
West South 192, 890 
Mountain Pacific 27,813 +34 
Middle 19, 415 166, 363 
East North Central 76, 306 702, 155 
West North Central 17, 100 
South 15, 128 174, 160 
South Central 23, 667 248,977 
4, 327 45, 701 +15 
24, 241 238, 237, 155 


| 
1 
— | 
| 
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Table 37.--Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 


Gas convectors Warm air Floor and Residential 
water heaters radiators furnaces wall furnaces oil burners 
Period (Thousands units) (Thousand square feet)| (Thousands units) units) 
1947-49 average 50, 980 541 
Year: 1953 31, 667 541 
267 28, 386 494 
28,512 537 
months ending: 
September 1956 26, 862 460 
October 1956 27, 466 460 
November (2) 459 
1955: November 2,779 
December .... 1,773 
289 1956: 2,018 
September 
November 
change 
Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. end 
period. Sold separately. Not yet available. 
s 56 
Heating and Plumbing Equipment 
Index Shipments 
+16 200 200 
-3 
MOVING AVERAGE 
- 


(2) 
+21 
1948 1949 1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 


azed 
tile 
4 
7 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


14. Asphalt Products 


Index Shi 


200 


12 MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


1948 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 


Unit 


quantity Year First months 


LUMBER, MILLWORK, WOOD PRODUCTS 


Hardwood flooring* 786 408 3,610 
Wood doors 171, 433 
1,255 760 
Insulating wallboard 16,255| 22,332 
Insulation, flexible, wood and 
Softwood plywood, interior ft. 
Softwood plywood, exterior! 
CEMENT, GYPSUM, ASBESTOS 
Portland cement 4,748 3,310 395 
Asbestos construction materials 18,839 
IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTS 
Cast-iron pipe, pressure 
Concrete reinforcing bars 116, 777 
Steel piling 18, 353 
265 
Line 
Fabricated structural steel! 
Gas water heaters 
CLAY PRODUCTS 
Clay building and paving bricks 
Clay floor and wall tiles ft. 087 
Hollow building tile! 20, 709 
Clay sewer pipe and drain tile! 655 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. Imports include 
maple (except Japanese), birch, and beech, Exports data not available. Data for imports not available same detail for 


150 150 
1949 1950 1952 1953 1954 1956 
ee CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 56-10-N 
Table and Exports Selected Construction Materials 
EXPORTS 
621 471 391 
1,429| 
30,436 23,747 24,112 


Part Vil--Employment 


Table Construction: Employment Type Contractor 


Building contractors Nonbuilding contractors 


NUMBER EMPLOYEES (in thousands) 


250. 
291.9 
305.0 
297.8 
278. 
287.5 
245.6 
256.8 
272.4 
296.7 
319. 
314.7 
324.7 
325.3 
325.0 
317.7 
(1) 


Yas 


€ 


pr 
~w 
~ 
an 


Perceat chan 


Nov., 1955-56 +10.0 +10.4 +9.7 +5.6 +8.7 0.6 +10.5 


Source: Department Labor. Percent change: Nov.-Dec. 1956, Dec. 1955-56, +8.9. yet available. 


Table 40.--Contract Construction: Number Employees and Indexes Employment (Seasonally Adjusted) 


Annual 


NUMBER EMPLOYEES (in thousands, seasonally adjusted) 


INDEXES (1947-49=100) EMPLOYMENT (seasonally adjusted)! 


Source: Department Labor. Indexes for months before January 1953 are based seasonally adjusted employment data derived 
the Federal Reserve Board. 


All 
All con- 
Period building 
00) con- 
tractors 
000. (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
ths 
391 
644 
504 
123 
only 
for 
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Table Construction: Employment, State 


Number employees (in thousands) 


Maryland 
Massachusetts 


w 
@ 


Michigan 

Mississippi 


~ 

NN 


N 
N 


New 
New 
New Mexico 


AO 


North Carolina 

North Dakota 
Ohio 


N 


N 
™ N 


Yan 


Rhode Island 
South 
South Dakota 


wre 


a 
ANDO 


AN 


a 


West 


Sve 


N & 
oo 
awe 


revised from January 1955. available. Data revised from January 1954. NOTE: Revised statistics for 
not shown here are available upon 


37.0 38.6 40.8 40.9 41.6 41.9 42.1 41.5 33.1 32.0 34.7 +20 All 
19.2 19.6 20.4 20.3 20.4 21.1 21.2 18.2 18.7 20.4 (1) Alt 
California 279.2 287.7 296.5 291.7 299.9 299.5 297.2 290.4 255.4 255.4 263.0 +10 Bal 
32.0 34.7 35.9 36.5 36.2 36.1 34.0 25.9 27.2 31.8 
44.7 49.1 51.4 53.9 53.8 53.1 53.0 52.4 42.6 43.4 48.9 Bis 
District Columbia.. 18.7 19.3 19.4 19.3 19.4 19.4 19.7 19.5 18.0 19.1 
Florida 102.6 105.9 108.6 112.9 115.9 115.0 115.8 118.4 88.7 90.3 108.3 
52.9 54.4 57.8 56.2 56.4 54.6 51.2 47.3 51.1 Bri 
8.5 9.9 11.0 10.8 10.4 9.6 8.3 8.0 8.9 9.3 
74.3 80.0 83.6 80.9 82.7 83.2 78.0 72.6 61.2 62.0 76.9 
39.1 43.3 44.5 45.6 43.9 43.9 39.3 33.4 35.6 37.6 
42.3 43.8 43.8 41.9 40.8 38.5 36.4 35.7 36.0 39.9 
Kentucky oe se ee oe ee ee Che 
56.9 58.2 58.0 48.8 55.5 Chi 
9.7 13.2 (4) 14.1 15.6 13.2 
69.7 70.7 69.4 59.4 60.0 70.5 Des 
47.0 53.6 51.0 58.1 59.5 -10 
14.4 15.5 (4) 18.9 16.7 17.6 Far 
72.1 72.7 73.8 64.9 67.9 
10.3 12.4 11.9 10.7 10.6 +12 Gre 
7.6 8.4 -17 Har 
8.5 10.4 
109. 111.2 Jac 
230.6 248.3 Kan 
48.6 Kno 
6.9 9.8 +11 Les 
34.3 34.7 Los 
24.7 +16 Lou 
28.9 27.4 Mia 
157.8 +10 Mob 
14.8 15.5 Nas 
3.8 4.6 New 
66.4 69.5 New 

41.3 New 
19.4 +14 New 
57.3 New 
Ni 


~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ N 


Area 


3 
» 2 
g 2 
A 


Charleston, Va. 


Casper, Wyo.? 
Charleston, 


o™ § 
c 43s 


es 
So 

see 


Gs 


awk & 


3 

° Dea wo .8 
“oa 88 SE 


New Orleans, ........... 


Nashville, 
New Bedford, 
New Britain, 


Minneapolis-St. Paul, 


@ 


County, 


Nassau-Suffolk Counties, 


Newark-Jersey City, 


Paterson, 
Perth Amboy, 


See footnotes end table. 


ov, 
1) 0 4. 9 -10 
+10 45.8 (2) 
4.8 4.1 -12 
2.7 2.5 +12 
+12 1.3 1.4 +14 
8.4 8.2 
9.9 9.6 
13.4 
(1) 4.7 -19 
+12 9.2 
20.7 
+11 1.5 
5.4 5.6 
+16 13.7 
2.1 2.2 
10.0 
26.3 (2) 
23.3 
28.7 
+10 4.6 5.4 
6.9 7.6 +13 
6.3 7.3 +10 
+14 16.2 
223.4 
29.7 
112.2 
17.8 -10 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table 42.--Contract Construction: Employment Selected 


Number employees (in thousands) 
ange, 


Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. 
Oklahoma City, 
Omaha, Nebr. 

Phoenix, Ariz. 


oo 
~ 


N= ww www 


Portland, Maine 
Portland, Oreg. 
Providence, 
Reno, Nev. 


~ 


BANANAS 


AYn & Wwwren 


Richmond, Va. 

Rochester, 

Rockford, 

Sacramento, 


Uoroo 
— 
YRO 
ow 
& © 
— 


> 
~e 


Salt Lake City, Utah 

San Diego, 
San Francisco -Oakland, Calif 
Savannah, Ga. 


AWN AG 

N 

AYronn 

NAO 


Seattle, Wash. 

Sioux Falls, 
Spokane, Wash. 
Springfield-Holyoke, Mass. 


AWN AN 
monon 
NBN 


Stamford, Conn.3 

Syracuse, 

Tampa-St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Topeka, Kans 


RAYN 
ARO 


CTONON 

Ow 

Om ww 
— 

UN 


Tucson, Ariz. 

Utica-Rome, ...... 


NN wr On 
on 
An 


BRN 


> 


wON 

RO 


Waterbury, 
Wheeling-Steubenville, Va. 
Wichita, Kans. 

Worcester, Mass. 


Are AN 
ON 


Source: Department Labor. available. Change less than one-half percent. Data revised from January 1955. 
small number employees mining. Data revised from January 1955 because area was redefined include not only 
burgh Co., Ind., but also Henderson Co., Ky. Data revised from January 1954. NOTE: Revised statistics for months not 
here are available upon request. 


Area 
+12 
19 
+10 
4 
+50 
+16 
-24 
+12 
+28 
+12 
+26 
+22 
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Table 43.--Contract Construction: Indexes Aggregate Weekly Man-Hours 
(1947-49 


Annual 


Chart 
Hours and Earnings Workers 


Contract Construction 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 


AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 


1955 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR ? CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.56-10-0 


rcent 
ange, 
Source: Department Labor. 
- 9 
+13 
105 105 
+50 ~. 
100 1956 100 
-24 
1955 
AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 
38 - 38 . 
+22 
-23 
+11 
+15 
2.80 2.80 
1955. 
Vander 
sh 
own 270 2.70 
260 
2.50 2.50 
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Table Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings Construction Workers 


Building construction Nonbuilding 


All Special trades contractors Highway 


All con- buildi General 
con- All Plumbing Painting and 
con- tractors special and and deco- street 

tractors trades heating rating 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


November 

December 
January 

February 


August 

130. 
124.59 


37. 
37. 
36. 


November 
December 


ADH 


NNNNNNNNNNN 
WWW WWW WW WW WwW WwW 


Percent change, November 1955 1956 


Avg. wkly. earnings +9.2 +7.0 +7.1 +11.0 +9.6 
Avg. hrly. +5.9 +6.8 +6.7 +5.8 +7.2 


Source: Department Labor. 


cia 
Period 
March 94.50 95.15 87.98 108.58 93.01 91.88 84.90 
108. 106. 110.27 
AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 
37.0 37.5 36.6 38.1 34.7 35.7 40.3 41.2 39.6 
36.2 36.2 36.2 37.9 34.5 38.6 35.3 40.2 40.6 39.9 
36.1 35.8 36.4 38.1 34.7 39.2 35.5 40.2 41.2 39.4 
1955: 39.3 38.0 
1956: Januaty 38.9 38.3 
38.8 38.7 
37.4 37.5 
39.4 39.1 
43.8 40.9 
43.7 
August 44.0 41.0 
September 44.4 41.3 
October 44.2 40.8 
November 40.6 39.2 
AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS 
Year: $2.43 $2.48 $2.58 $2.51 $2.84 $2.07 $2.37 
2.60 2.69 2.71 2.62 2.64 2.31 2.14 2.44 
2.66 2.77 2.80 2.72 2.71 2.36 2.21 2.50 
1956: January 2.68 2.74 
2.70 2.75 
2.69 2.75 
2.71 
AUgust 2.75 2. 81 
Octobes...........- 2.79 2.85 
November 2.81 2.87 
3.2 
7.5 


Construction Regulations 


FNMA Reduced Purchase Price for Housing Mortgages. (Federal National Mortgage Asso- 
ciation press release No. 304, issued January 30, 1957.) 


January 30, 1957, the Federal National Mortgage Association announced reduction one- 
half point the prices will pay for 4-1/2 percent FHA-insured and VA-guaranteed mortgages purchased 
under its Secondary Market Operations program. The new prices, effective immediately, range from 
93-1/2 95-1/2 percent par, compared with the previous price range (see Construction 
Review, Vol. No. 12, December 1956, pp. 41-42). 


change was made the agency’s price schedule 97-1/2 99-1/2 for 5-percent mortgages, 
its standby commitment prices for mortgages and for 4-1/2 percent mortgages. 
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Other 
Ui lding 
98. 
98. 
99. 
10.27 
06. 
39.6 
39.9 
39.4 
38.0 
39.5 
38.3 
38.7 
37.5 
39.1 
40.9 
2.44 
2.50 
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